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Balak’s Persistence

* Balak was both ”persisterit and “consistent.”

* Balak learned absolutely nothmg from his
encounter with the God of Israel.

* Balak looked uan God as bemgweak -willed.

» Balak was willing to unite h|',,_'-¢j ith'other
prophets and other gods as long as he got his

* Balak did not grasp how offensive his “worship”
was to the God of Israel.




Balaam’s Progress, .

e Balak and Balaam were both pagans, but each
responded dlfferently to divine revelation.

* Balaam made‘a great deal of progress in his
understanding of God.

e Balaam Iearnéd that thos
called “a people” were “Go" "’p-’e_app1e.”

e Balaam admitted his sin in gomg with Balak’s
emissaries and offered to go back.

e Balaam learned that those whom Balak

wanted him to curse were those whom God
had blessed.




Balaam Speaks forGod

 Balaam’s words 110) Balak mdlcated some
movement in the right direction.

* Balaam began to identify himself with God and
with the natlon Israel.
d of,lsrael was

 Balaam came to grasp that
God alone. -
e When Balaam Iearned how God’s wﬂl was

supposed to be sought, he ceased.to employ his
pagan methods.

* In the end, Balaam spoke the words of God to
Balak.




Conclusion .
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* Throughout.lsrael’s hist'ory,' the kings of the
neighboring natlons have sought to bring about
Israel’s downfgll £

* As they trusted i in God He protected them and
gave them prosp‘erlty —— N

* The blessings of God are uItlm'er reallzed
through one person—the Messmh

* Israel’s future, as well as ours today, rests in our
response to Jesus Christ.




